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The Prayer Team

asks for your help
in keeping our list
up-to-date.
Contact
Arla Allen or
anyone on the
Prayer Team with
your updates.

Thank you

Our Floc

Friendly Visitor

Long Term Prayer List...

HEALTH CONCERNS:
Rudy Adams, Terry
Amstutz, Melissa Baker,
Fran Baum, Pauline
Beck, Bryce Beckman,
Rick Bilderback, Karyn
Carey, Carol Dickson,
Judy Feeney, Sheila
Fox, Dave Freeman,
Steve Gehres, Jason
Hoffman, Larry Lane,
Mike and Lori Maloney,
Lori  McHugh, Bruce
Miller, Gary Miller,

Jennifer Nuce, Noah,
Adri Patterson, Joyce
Poling, Marge Price,

Mary Ries, Lori Schaff-
ner, Kenzie Smith,
Louise and Bud
Stamper, Miriam
Stoodt, Rebecca Strick-
ler, lzzy Truax, Cindy

Waters, Chris Wilson,
Jill Witherow.

MILITARY: Tom
Gerken, Jordan Ned-
derman (B  Troop
2nd/107 /Cav, Camp

Taji, APO AE 09378), J.
R. Price, Families of
military who have been
killed, POWS, Refu-

Within Our Congregation...

Baptism:
Lucas Jacob Sawmiller

February 21, 2010
Alison & Jacob
Sawmiller

Church Staff

Dillon Staas Ex 2
Senior Pastor
dstaas@wcoil.com

Jon Exman Ex 306
Assoc. & youth pastor
jexman@wcoil.com

Paul Miller Ex 6
Visitation pastor

Susan Mathew Ex 4
Director of Education
smathew@wecoil.com

2010 FLOWER
CALENDAR ON
CHURCH OFFICE
DOOR
Need to sign up for
flowers for that special
date — sign up now or
call the church office
(419-238-0631, ext.
0). Dates will go fast!

Marilyn Bebout Ex 0
Office manager/sec’y
firstchurch@wcoil.com

Jana Thompson Ex 5
Spiritual Formation Dir.
jthompson@wcoil.com

Gloria Wendel
Worship coordinator/
organist
gwendel@wcoil.com
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gees of war, persecuted
Christians.

MISSIONARIES: Haiti
missionaries, Gaston &
Jeanne Ntambo-Congo,
Jose Luise Ramos and
family, Ella Manken.

GLOBAL CONCERNS:
Earthquake victims of
Haiti, US, state govern-
ments; governments in

Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Irag, Iran, Palestine,
Africa, Middle East,

Israel, North Korea.

Our Church Family

Paul Hoverman
Chancel choir director
aphoverman@juno.com

Juanita Hotmire Ex 1
Preschool administrator
jhotmire@wecoil.com

David Leiendecker
Superintendent of
building

Jason Kreischer
Custodian
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The Sleuth Report

From Felix Mendels-
sohn to Charles Wesley
to David Crowder, First
United Methodist
Church splendidly ac-
complishes the Psalm-
ist's admonition, “Sing
to Him, sing praise to
Him; tell of all of His
wonderful acts. “ But
you ask, “Who is David
Crowder?” You need
go no further than the
9:15 worship service to
hear our First Church
Praise Band where you
will likely not only hear
David Crowder, but will
sing his praise choruses
along with band mem-

bers Cheri Oechsle,
Susan Burchfield, David
Mills, Jacob Brake,

Diane Thompson, and
Dillon Staas.

“The primary focus
from the beginning has
been to bring people
into our church,” began
bass guitar player and
back-up vocalist Susan
Burchfield. We know
there are lots of people
who are comfortable
with rock music and
high tech media, but
who do not worship
God. By providing this
type of music and me-
dia within the walls of
the First Church’s beau-
tiful sanctuary, our aim
is give them a place to
meet Jesus Christ.”
Susan continued, “First
Church members are
blessed with an out-

standing classic and tra-
ditional music program.
We love and admire that
music, and want it al-
ways to be the music of
this church, but we love
reaching out as well
with our style of music.”

Cheri Oechsle is the mu-
sical director of the
band. Cheri plays key-
board and sings lead
vocal.  “Our music is
upbeat with lots of cho-
rus repetitions,” Cheri
explained. “lI talk with
Reverend Staas to learn
the scripture and the
theme of each worship
service. Then we select
our music based upon
those themes. The pur-
pose of our music is to
allow God to use us to
bring people into a state
of worship to receive
Dillon’s or John’'s mes-
sage.”

What would a rock band
be without a drummer?
David Mills, a senior at
Van Wert High School
has been the drummer
for several years. “David
is the key to what we
are able to do,” offered
one of the band mem-
bers. *“He is extremely
skilled and will leave his
legacy here at First
Church.” David is cur-
rently tutoring Mathew
Oechsle who will con-
tinue that legacy as the
drummer when David
leaves for college.

The rhythm guitar
player, who is self-
taught, picked up the
guitar in 1999. He and a
friend played gigs in lo-
cal restaurants a couple
of times a month. That
is until he became too
busy with his day job,
minister. “The first song
that | learned to play,”
laughed Dillon, “was
Mommas, Don’t Let Your
Babies Grow Up to be
Cowboys.” Dillon, who
also sings back-up vocal
added, “I'm glad to be
involved as senior pas-
tor. Not only do | enjoy
playing, but | feel my
presence in the band
adds credibility to the
contemporary service.”

Jacob Brake and
Diane  Thompson f
round out the band.
“l was at church
listening to and
watching the
band,” explained =
Jacob who plays =
the electric guitar. “I
thought, ‘I can play
some of those notes’, so
I asked to join.” Diane,
who sings back-up vo-
cal, felt called to the
band as a way to ex-
press her love for God.
The sleuth salutes
Diane, Jacob and all the
member of the Praise
Band for “raising a joy-
ful song unto God.”
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Al Arnold

The Praise Band
in the 9:15

worship

service.




Friendly Visitor

Spiritual Formation

Sunday Mornings 9:30 a.m.:
Hal Hunt Class. Dining Room
International Sunday school lessons
Pastor’s Class/Bible 101, Conference room, Jana
Thompson
Adult Bible Class, Room 102—Bob Scheidt, The Book
of Revelation
Young Adults, Room 203—Al Arnold, The Book of Acts

Sunday Evening 6—8 p.m. Financial Peace University

Mondays—Adult Cell Group. 7:30—9:00 p.m.
Meet at Matt and Judy Krites bi-weekly

Tuesdays—Prayer Group—10:00 a.m. Contact Gloria Wendel
Conference room
Tuesday Toolbox—watch for times
Disciple Bible Study, The Gospels—6—8 p.m.
John Auld, Conference Room

Wednesdays—Men's Bible study. 7—8 am Contact David

Leiendecker. Dining hall.

Men'’s Bible study. The Book of Acts. 8—9 a.m.

Contact Roy Souders. Conference Room.

Women's study. Beth Moore Studies. 4—5 p.m.
Contact Shirley Jarvis. Conference Room

Evening Men'’s Study 6:00 p.m. Led by Bob Spath.
Conference Room

Twenty Somethings Plus 8:00 p.m. The Apprentice

Series. Contact Jana Thompson. Meets in homes.

Thursdays—Women’s Study. 7:45—9:15 a.m.
The Apprentice Series. Contact Jana Thompson
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What is it?
Twelve prayer stations that provide
you with an interactive opportunity

to reflect
on the last week in the life of Jesus
and a
time of quiet in the midst of your
busy life.

When is it?
Sunday, February 28
3:00—5:00 p.m.

In Kraut
Why?
Sometimes we just need to slow
down and let God speak to us. This
Is a wonderful way to prepare your
heart for the joy of Easter.
Contact Jana Thompson if you
have questions. This is a great op-
portunity for Bible Studies and
small groups to worship together.

Lent..”So what are you giving up this year for Lent?”

At the Thompson house the answer will cover eve-

study and prayer.

Consider participating in the

rything from ice cream to chocolate. While | am a
great supporter of this practice (no, I haven’t de-
cided this year’s sacrifice), | would challenge all of
us to look a little deeper at the church Lenten sea-
son. Lent traditionally has been a time of prayer,
self-examination and preparation to celebrate
Easter. It begins with Ash Wednesday—a service
that reminds us of our beginnings of dust. It jour-
neys through darkness—Good Friday. It ends with
great celebration—Easter. Why not take this
Lenten season and add a spiritual component of

“Journey to the Cross” prayer stations on Sunday,
February 28. Join our Lent spiritual Formation Group
that will meet at noon on Wednesdays. Join the
prayer group on Tuesdays to pray for the people and
needs of the church. | strongly encourage you to
care for your soul this Lenten season...God really
does want to be a part of your life 24/7.

If you are interested in the Wednesday spiritual for-
mation group for Lent, please contact Jana.
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Youth Group Winter Opportunities Each Week

in the Youth Room 7:00-
9:00pm

Cell Group—Wednesdays at
the Exmans (440 South Ave.)
7:30-9:00pm.
CONFIRMATION — 7th

JUNIOR HIGH
youth group is on
Sundays in the Youth
Room 5:00-6:30
SENIOR HIGH

IMPACT, the youth
group for 5" and 6"
graders, resumes
January 13 after
school.

THE
STUFEF:
Youth Group info
and updates for
February
Teens and Parents,

Hey Every-
body! Whoowee it
has been cold lately
but have I got some
stuff to warm you
up. We have the
Super Bowl! Party
and an awesome 709
at the end of the
month. Also Guys
next month is the
Boy's Chrysalis
Flight in Maumee
(Any FUMC Boy's in
the 9™-12™ grades
this is for you—talk
to me for info J).

One thing I

wanted to talk about

here though is the
topics for this

Youth Group—Sundays

month. Since Feb-
ruary always in-
cludes Valentines
Day it is a ready
made month to have
some great topics
related to relation-
ships/dating/sex/
love/ marriage. It
gives us a time to
really open our-
selves up to talk
honestly about love
and what is right
and what is wrong in
God's eyes. Parents
there will be some
frank discussions

that I hope then will

carry over to some
talks that you can
have at home. It is
a month of discus-
sions that everyone
always enjoys be-
cause it is some-
thing the world

Graders 9:30 a.m. —Sunday

Youth Group info and updates for February
Teens and Parents and Everyone else,

tries to tell us is im-
portant. There will
be lots for every-
one. Parents thank
you so much for the
trust you give the
youth leaders of
First sharing and
talking with your
children. I really
appreciate it. Teen-
agers thank you for
your honesty and
commitment to hav-
ing a great youth
program that really
tackles life head on
and comes armed
with a faith that

never wavers.
Philippians 4:13
Hope to see you at
these things!
Jon

Calendar

February
*February 3

IMPACT and
Cell Group

*February 7Ssuper
Bowl! Party at the
Burchfields from 6pm
to 9pm This party is
for JR and SR High.
*February 10
IMPACT and

Cell Group

*February 14
Regular
Youth Schedule
*February 17
IMPACT and
Cell Group

*February 21
Regular
Youth Schedule

*February 24
IMPACT and
Cell Group

*February 28
709



Mustard Seed
singers are
scheduled to
sing in the
10:45 worship
service on

February 14th.

February Rotation is
The Great Commandment
Art by He Qi

The Faith 5

FaithActslnThe

Home
1. SHARE

your highs & lows of the day

2. READ

and highlight a verse of
scripture in your Bible

3. TALK

about how the bible verse
relates to your highs & lows
4. PRAY

for your highs & lows,
for your family, and

for the world

5. BLESS one another

Friendly Visitor
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Child Care Schedule for February

February 7

Nursery infants—2

8:00—Lisa & Demond
Johnson

9:15—Smelsers

10:45—The Butler Family

Preschoolers— Beth Howell
& Katie Thompson

February 14

Nursery infants—2

8:00—Ann Adam

9:15—Smelsers

10:45—Sara & Bob Spath

Preschoolers—Jayme &
Jason Bohyer

The Great
Commandment

One of the scribes came

near and heard them
disputing with one an-
other, and seeing that

he answered them well,

he asked him, “Which
commandment is the
first of all?” Jesus an-
swered, “The first is,

‘Hear, O lIsrael: The Lord

our God, the Lord is

Bible Song

On the first Sunday of
February, parents and
children will meet in the
dining room of the
church for a combined
session beginning at
9:30 a.m. Families
(that's mom and dad,
too) with children of
preschoolers  through
junior high are invited
to come and experience
a high energy fast
paced introduction to
“The Uptown District”
rotation lesson and

February 21

Nursery Infants—2

8:00—Deb Moser

9:15—Smelsers

10:45—Michele & Hannah
McCleery

Preschoolers—Jeremy & Jen

Best

February 28

Nursery infants—2

8:00—Marcia Osenga

9:15—Smelsers

10:45— Lynn Bouillon

Preschoolers—Chloe Butler
& Beth Howell

February Rotation

one; you shall love the
Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all
your mind, and with all
your strength...”
Mark 12:28—30

Virtue Word for the
month: Love
Choosing to give

someone your time and

attention, no matter
what.

verse for the month. It
is called “Bible Song.”
The remaining 3 Sun-
days will have the pre-
school children in their
classes, elementary
children in rotation, the
youth and parents in
their respective classes.

In this is a very exciting
tool called “The Faith
5”. If you care to have
some fun, keep your
family communicating
every night, and grow

Uptown District

Teachers:
Christ Child Chapel—
Arla Allen
St. Paul's Library—
Cindy Duvall
Starlight Theater—
Michele McCleery

Preschool Staff
2/3 year old staff—Amy
Koontz, Karlyn Koontz
4/5 year old staff—Amy
Kopack, Michael

in your understanding
of yourself and God, we
urge you to try this
simple five-step process
see if it doesn't help!

Please prayerfully
consider joining us
and mark Bible Song
on your calendars

for the 1st Sunday,
February 7.

This is important!
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Weekday Preschool

The preschool children enjoyed a P.J. party. Everyone wore their PJ's to school. We watched a movie had
popcorn, played games and did some night time activities. A fun day for everyone!

This month the children will get ready for Valentines. They will make a Valentine for their Mom and Dad. On
their party day everyone will bring a Valentine for their friend and place that Valentine in a special Valentine
holder.

We will have a special visitor who will talk to the children about taking good care of their teeth, and how they
can do that.

The teachers are preparing for Parent Teacher Conferences. They will be held Feb. 22,23 & 24th. They will
meet with the parents and share about the progress of their child.

Children from First United Methodist Church may enroll in Preschool Feb. 22- March 1 for the 2010-11 school
year, by calling the preschool. March 1st will begin open registration to the public.

The 4&5 and Pre-K children continue to enjoy their monthly Brumback Library visit.

Juanita Hotmire, Administrator

Thank you from the Myers

December 28, 2009

Dear Friends, Thank you John

and Delores for

This will be our last month as coordinators of the Co-Op Food Pantry. The new peo- doing such a
ple taking over are Sue Linton of Wesley Church and Demond and Lisa Johnson of great job with
First Church. We have been training them for a couple of months now and they are the Pantry.

finding out it is a lot of work, but enjoying it as we have. We have met so many
people over the years who volunteered to work at the pantry, those who donate
food and monetary gifts, plus clients.

God bless you
both.

As Van Wert suffers with job loss, other people like yourselves have really come for-

ward with so many donations. The pantry has been blessed and has been able to help so many people be-
cause of all of you. Many churches, students, clubs, companies and individuals (and the list goes on and on)
help keep your pantry full.

In December we served 179 adults and 80 children. That translates to 96 families. For the year 2009, we
served 1, 140 families; 2008, 950; 2007, 843; 2006, 777; 2005, 767; and 2004, 727.

As you see, our pantry, although a small pantry, is growing and it needs all our help in gifts and prayers.
Thank you for all of that in our 5 years as coordinators.

God Bless You all

John and Delores Myers



; men's

e - | lof First United Methodist church

Women’s Team
Ministry
Meeting
February 4
4:45 p.m.

Conference Room

AN inistries

Friendly Visitor

Circle Meetings

Lydia Circle—
February 9 -noon
Devotions—

Susan Mathew
Hostess—

Gloria Wendel

Sarah Circle—

February 15—7:30 pm
Conference Room

Knitting Circle—

February 16—7 pm
Dining Room

Dorcas Circle—
February 17—10:00 am
Krout

Martha/Ruth Circle—
Will not meet until April

Sewing Circle—
Interested in sewing lap
quilts or other small pro-
jects, call Helen Huston
at 238-5713

Teddy Bear Sunday

Bear Sunday will be
Sunday, February
14. Teddy bears
should be at 12" high
with no child endan-
germent attach-
ments. Please bring
your NEW Teddy
Bears to any worship
service on February
14. The Teddy Bears
are given to the Van

Wert County Hospital
Emergency Room for
injured, ill and fright-
ened children. The
Women's  Ministry
thanks you for your
continued support of
the important local
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Circles are open to
any woman in the
church. For further
information about the
circles, please contact
Jeanne Zeigler, chair
of the Women Team
Ministry. 419-238-
4047 or Marilyn in
the church office.
419-238-0631, x 0

From the
Archives...

A short one this month------ from the August 22, 1961 Friendly
Visitor-------- In Pittsburgh one thousand new members in one hun-
dred churches were interviewed on how they first happened to
come to that church. By far the greatest majority said "A friend in-
vited us." Which new members have you invited into the First
United Methodist Church within the year? Within the past five
years?------------- Someone said "Those who don't invite their
friends to their church are either ashamed of their church or
ashamed of their friends."------- Ah, well---------- David
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Budget Report

Financial Report December 31, 2009
$548,807.00 2009 Budget

$ 54,893.78
$497,019.12
$ 48,628.04
$526,330.38
$ 29,311.26
$232,773.63
$785,786.14

Operating receipts for December

Operating receipts for the year

Operating expenses for December
Operating expenses for the year

Shortage of giving to cover expenses
Giving to Building Fund for 2009

Mortgage balance as of December 31, 2009

From Bishop Ough on Haiti. The people of Haiti are devastated.
Remember: The Lord is near to the broken hearted and

saves the crushed in spirit. Psalms 34:18

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of

Our God will stand forever. Isaiah 40:8.

Your response is a testimony to God’s unwavering love and

mercy.

By the Numbers

12/31/09 01/10/10
Offering for week $8,235.00 Offering for week $ 9,097.55
Building Campaign 1450.00 Building Campaign 2,563.00
Worship 8:00-69 9:15-34
10:45 - 186
01/03/10 Sunday School - 98
Offering for week $9,982.59  Childcare — 18
Building Campaign 2,363.00 01/17/10
Christmas Offering 75.00  Offering for week $6,256.00
Worship 8:00-92 9:15-29 Building Campaign 2,124.33
10:45- 201 Christmas Offering 25.00
Sunday School - 114 Worship 8:00-92 9:15-21
Childcare - 11 10:45— 198
Sunday School — 123
Childcare — 16
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Conduct

so that ...
%% they may
see your
“5¢¢2 | honorable
deeds and
-qtl/\,.&ﬁ_ glorify God.
@‘” 1 Peter 2:12

01/24/10
Offering for week  $ 5,456.41
Building Campaign 620.00
UMCOR -Haiti 3,037.25
Worship 8:00— 85 9:15- 45

10:45— 214

Sunday School - 142
Childcare—17

ATTENTION! ATTENTION! — Your offering envelopes for 2010 are in the Jefferson Street Narthex, please
pick them up as soon as possible, so we don’t have to mail them out. Need envelopes? See the church office.

Earn Money for the Church Using the “GoodSearch” search engine

Here is an easy way for the church and preschool to receive money for

searching the internet.

Bring up the internet on your computer; and search for “Good Search.”

There it will tell you how to make Good Search your home page. In the space Uuuuu\’ulul
where it reads, enter your charity here, type in either First United Methodist o I
Church (Van Wert, Ohio) or First United Methodist Preschool. Click verify and 00 SERRCH WE GIVE

you are set to search the web AND earn money for our church or preschool.

Please help us earn money by using this simple tool.

yourselves ...




— First United Methodist Church Sunday Schedule

8:00 a.m.—Blended Service
Nursery open

CONTACT US:

Mailing address:

First United Methodist Church
113 W. Central Avenue

Van Wert, OH 45891

9:15 a.m.—Contemporary Service
Nursery open

9:30 a.m.—Sunday school
2 year olds—adults
Nursery open

Phone: 419-238-0631
Fax: 419-238-3608
E-mail: firstchurch@wecoil.com

10:45 a.m.—Traditional Service
Nursery open
A.W.E.—K—grade 4

Office Hours: M—F, 8:30—4:30
Saturday hours: 7:30—11:00

We’re on the web at
www.vanwertfirst.net

Worship Team

February Greeters:
Julie and Tom Rupert
Linda and Denny Schumm

Head Usher: Neil Shaffer

Sound: Kent Smelser,
Ron Allison, Kyle Wendel, Bob Sowers

The newsletter is published each month at
First United Methodist Church
in Van Wert, Ohio
by Susan Mathew

Editor Powerpoint: Jill & Michael Smelser,

smathew@wcoil.com
Upcoming issues & deadline dates:

Jim and Val Weber, Ron Allison
Television production: Dave and Jo

Thompson, Ron Allison, Ric Kelly, Bob

Newsletter Deadline Publication
Month Date Date
March February 15 February 24
April March 15 March 31
May April 19 April 28

Jefferson @Central
Van Wert, Ohio

You can email your articles!

Super Bowl Sunday
February 7
After services

Soup for sale:
Chicken Noodle
Vegetable Beef
Broccoli Cheese

Sowers, Kurt Massillo, Jacob Brake

Praise Band: Dillon Staas, Cheri

Oechsle, David Mills, Diane Thompson,

Susan Burchfield, Jacob Brake

Preaching Schedule

February 7
8:00— Dillon
9:15—Dillon
10:45—Jon
February 14
8:00—0Dillon
9:15—Jon
10:45—Dillon
February 21
8:00—Jon
9:15—Dillon
10:45—Dillon
February 28
8:00—Dillon
9:15—Dillon
10:45—Dillon
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