CFirst ews

United Methodist £ Church

The Friendly Visitor

Moving Toward

Easter

Volume 56, Issue 3

March is in many Passion beginning at fering at Easter,

Van Wert Ohio ways a transitiqn 6:00 p.m. There is which goes to the

month. It begins in no cost and the only Trustees for some

2010 the cold and often material needed will special project at the

dreary winter, and be your Bible. church. That project

ends in the warmer will be identified in

1 points and usually brighter Tl This year the mailing which will

. spring. It is also usu- % we will  be coming to you just

ally the month in === again hold before Easter. We

ten Bible Study which most of Lent HC%WK our Tri- hope you will con-

ol Hunt Class falls. In the church Church sider your gift a part

that means a transi- Lenten Services on of your keeping a

Not-so-good Friday tion from ordinary Monday through Holy Lent, and pre-

ngr‘c':"Camp time to Easter cele- Wednesday of Holy paring your heart for
Opportunities bration. In Lent we Week. We will God’s gift of Easter.

Youth 4

Vi

Child Care Schedule

Children Sunday
School

Weekday Preschool

prepare our hearts
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Once again, it is Easter lily time. You are invited and encouraged to participate in
this lively floral offering for Easter. Each plant will be a multi-bloom, dressed
plant. Your order needs to be in no later than March 28, 2010. They will be
available for you to take after the 10:45 a.m. Easter Sunday morning service,

March Calendar 9 April 4, 2010.

March Birthday and 10
Anniversary Calendar

PLEASE TURN IN THIS INFORMATION WITH YOUR CHECK NO LATER
THAN MARCH 28.

I/We will give Easter Lilies at $9.50 each.

In memory/honor of

To the glory of God:

Daylight Savings Time
begins March 14th

Given by
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God ]@
Answers
Prayers

The Prayer Team
asks for your help
in keeping our list
up-to-date.
Contact
Arla Allen or
anyone on the
Prayer Team with
your updates.

Thank you

2010 FLOWER
CALENDAR ON
CHURCH OFFICE
DOOR
Need to sign up for
flowers for that special
date — sign up now or
call the church office
(419-238-0631, ext.
0). Dates will go fast!

Our congregation...

Baptism:
Lucas Jacob Sawmiller

February 21, 2010
Alison & Jake Sawmiller

Emmaus Potluck

March 20
6:00 p.m.
Jana and Dave Thompson'’s
8293 Bergner road
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Long Term Prayer List...

HEALTH CONCERNS: Huse, Melanie Mace, derman (B Troop
Terry Amstutz, Melissa Bette Magdich, Mike 2nd/107 /Cav, Camp
Baker, Fran Baum, and Lori Maloney, Kelly Taji, APO AE 09378), J.
Gladys Barkley, Bryce May, Lori McHugh, R. Price, Families of
Beckman, Norm Bid- Betty Medaugh, Tracy military who have been
lack, Rick Bilderback, Mendenhall, Gary killed, POWS, Refugees
Janell Boroff, Arlen Miller, Jean Miller, Glo of war, persecuted
Burk, Karyne Carey, Parrish, Marge Price, Christians.

Austin  Deitemeyer, Mary Ries, Jim Rosen- MISSIONARIES: Haiti
Carol Dickson, Carole dahl, Lori Shaffner, missionaries, Gaston &
Dunaway, Virginia Kenzie Smith, Louise Jeanne Ntambo-Congo,

Ebersole, Myrtle Ecken- Stamper, Rebecca Jose Luise Ramos and
stein, Judy Feeney, Strickler, Miriam family, Ella Manken.

Sheila Fox, Dave Free- Stoodt, Susai Vande- GLOBAL CONCERNS:
man, Erica Hatfield, wall, Jill Witherow. Earthquake victims of

Jason Hoffman, Asher MILITARY: Tom Haiti, US and world
Hubble and family, Matt Gerken, Jordan Ned- governments.

Spiritual Formation

Sunday Mornings 9:30 a.m.:
Hal Hunt Class. Dining Room
International Sunday school lessons
Pastor’s Class/Bible 101, Conference room, Jana Thompson
Adult Bible Class, Room 102—Bob Scheidt, The Book of Revelation
Young Adults, Room 203—Al Arnold, The Book of Acts
Sunday Evening 6—8 p.m. Financial Peace University

Mondays—Adult Cell Group. 7:30—9:00 p.m.
Meet at Matt and Judy Krites bi-weekly

Tuesdays—Prayer Group—10:00 a.m. Contact Gloria Wendel
Conference room
Tuesday Toolbox—watch for times
Disciple Bible Study, The Gospels—6—8 p.m.,
John Auld, Conference Room

Wednesdays—Men’s Bible study. 7—8 am
Contact David Leiendecker. Dining hall.
Men's Bible study. The Book of Acts. 8—9 a.m.
Contact Roy Souders. Conference Room.
Women's study. Beth Moore Studies. 4—5 p.m.
Contact Shirley Jarvis. Conference Room
Evening Men'’s Study 6:00 p.m. Led by Bob Spath.
Conference Room
Twenty Somethings Plus 8:00 p.m. The Apprentice
Series. Contact Jana Thompson. Meets in homes.

Thursdays—Women’s Study. 7:45—9:15 a.m.
The Apprentice Series. Contact Jana Thompson, Room 102
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The Sleuth Report

Question: What goes
together like love &
marriage or like a horse
and a carriage?
Answer: The Hal
Hunt Sunday School
Class and First United
Methodist Church.

Every  Sunday
morning, year-round,
between 25 and 35
men and women
gather in the church
basement as part of a
tradition that dates to
the 1930’s. These
folks, who range in age
from 65 years young to
the mid 90's, are led by
teacher Dave Ziegler
who uses the /nterna-
tional Sunday School
Lesson Annual, a
United Methodist cur-
riculum which follows
the international lec-
tionary.

Named for Hal
Hunt, the earliest recol-
lection of the class is
by Paul Ross, age 93.
“Hal Hunt was my Sun-
day school teacher
when | was ten or
eleven years old,
“remembered Paul.
“When it was time for
us kids to move to an
older class, we wanted
Hal to go with us, and
he did,” continued
Paul. As time passed
by, Hunt found himself
with the adult senior
class.

Hal Hunt and
his wife, Trudy, emi-
grated from Canada.

As the story goes, they
crossed the border with
baby Barbara, their old-
est child, in a basket in
the back seat of the car.
The immigration officers
did not ask about the
baby, and it was not
until years later when
Barbara wanted to
travel outside the United
States, that she was
recognized as a US citi-
zen. Hal was owner of
a book store located in
the Pollock Building.
Bud and Dave were Hal
and Trudy’s other chil-
dren. In 1960 Hunt de-
cided to visit son Bud, a
missionary in Korea, and
while he was at it spent
five months traveling in
the Far East. His letters
home, which were pub-
lished in 7he Times-
Bulletin, are in a book in
our church library today.
Mr. Hunt passed away in
1974.

The class may be
named for Hal Hunt, but
a number of teachers
have over the vyears
maintained his  high
standards. Bruce Cun-
ningham, Mildred Chil-
les, Bob Games, Gene-
vieve Foltz, Carole
Dunaway, Herb Kephart,
and Doug Loudenslager
are names that were
brought to the sleuth’s
attention.

As was pointed
out to the sleuth by sev-
eral class members,
“You do not ask a lady

her age.” But the sleuth
did learn that Louise
Tingley, Grace Foy. Flor-

ence Leiter, Belle Bol-
ton, Walt Harris, Don
and June Shriver,

Wayne and Mary Comp-
ton, Ginger and Forest
Gribler, Betty and Ralph
Tribolet, Louise Kepa-
hart and Dave Zeigler
are long-time members.
Many readers will also
remember Howard Foltz
and Eileen Harris. “The
rest of us are too young
to be mentioned,”
quipped one of the class
members.

“Ours is a tight-
knit group,” commented
Dave Ziegler. “It's more
than a Bible Study. We
have always elected of-
ficers and organized so-
cial events.” Those
events include pic-
nics, pot-luck din-
ners, and outings to E}Eﬁ
shows and restau- |
rants. Every 3"
Sunday the mem-
bers give a double
offering. The extra,
money is donated
to church organizations
and activities. Dave
seemed especially proud
of the support that the
class has given the
youth ministries.

To describe the
class, members used
words like friendly, so-
cial activities, excellent
teachers, and gpen dis-
cussion. Anna  Arnold
who has been attending

Page 3

Al Arnold

for the past three
years volunteered,
“This class is what
makes First Church
special for me.” Eve-
lyn Brown added, “The
Hal Hunt class is how
I melded into the Van
Wert community.”

The Hal Hunt
Class - What a won-
derful support group!
What a wonder place
to worship God! What
a wonderful tradition!

M ou

L]

Hal Hunt Class

meets in the
Dining Room at

9:30 a.m.
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Youth Group Winter Opportunities Each Week

IMPACT, the youth
group for 5" and 6"
graders, after school.
CONFIRMATION —

7th Graders 9:30
a.m. —Sunday

Youth Group info

THE
STUFEF:
Youth Group info
and updates for
March

Teens, Parents
and Everyone else,

What a
month we are
about to begin!
Why Jon, Why is it
a great month?
Well, because of
three things...

great

First, March is al-
ways a Chrysalis
month! That means
March 12-14™

we
have a Boys
Chrysalis coming

up and as of this
writing we have 3
guys trying to at-
tend this flight with
2 more thinking
about it! Whoo

JUNIOR HIGH
youth group is on
Sundays in the Youth
Room 5:00-6:30
SENIOR HIGH
Youth Group—Sundays

and updates for

Hoo! That is
something to cele-
brate.

Second, March is
always Winter Jam!
Each of the last 2
years we have left
earlier and earlier
to try to get to Win-
ter Jam and we al-
ways get closed
out so this year we
will leave right after
school to stand in
line. So that means
on March 11" we
are headed to Fort
Wayne for Winter
Jam 10! It is a
great setup this
year with Third Day
and Newsboys all
for only $10!

And thirdly (thirdly
iIs that a word |
don’t know but | will
use it lol!),

in the Youth Room 7:00-

9:00pm

Cell Group—Wednesdays at
the Exmans (440 South Ave.)

7:30-9:00pm.

March

March means that
we are one month
closer to ICH-
THUS!  You can
start getting your
Ichthus tickets any-
time they are only
$90 this year!

Now if that doesn't
get you excited we
also have a cool
709 to close out
the month on the
28",

Well, | hope to see
you at some of
these  things...
Remember that we
love you and we
have been praying
for you.

Philippians 4:13
Jon
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Calendar

March 3 Cell
Group/ IMPACT
March 7 Regular
Youth Schedule
March 10 Cell
Group/ IMPACT
March 11  Winter
JAM in Ft Wayne...meet
at 3:45 @ church cost
is $10 bring something
to eat on the way so
we can get in the door!
March 12-14 Boys
Chrysalis in Maumee—
No Youth Group
March 14  Confir-
mation Field Trip to
Ginghamsburg UMC
meet at 8:15am return
around 2pm service
starts at 10:15

March 17 Cell
Group/ IMPACT
March 21 No

Youth Group—Spring
Break

March 24  No Cell
Group/IMPACT—Spring
Break

March 28 709
Youth Service
March 31 Cell

Group



A

Mustard Seed
singers are
scheduled to
sing in the
10:45 worship
service on

March 21st.

Mark Bible Song on
your calendars for
March 7.
Please prayerfully
consider joining us.

The Faith 5
FaithActs
InNnTheHome

1. SHARE your highs &
lows of the day

2. READ and highlight a
verse of scripture in your
Bible

3. TALK about how the
Bible verse relates to your
highs & lows

4. PRAY for your highs &
lows, for your family, and
for the world

5. BLESS one another

Kids are having fun at
Pajama Day.
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Child Care Schedule for March

March 7 March 21
Nursery infants—2 Nursery Infants—2
8:00—Lori Kreischer 8:00—Matt & Judy Krites
9:15—Smelsers 9:15—Smelsers
10:45—Demond & Lisa 10:45—The Butler Family
Johnson Preschoolers—Rob & Nicole
Preschoolers—Shawn & Gamble
Jenny Deitemeyer March 28
March 14 Nursery infants—2
Nursery infants—2 8:00—Susan Mathew
8:00—May Koontz 9:15—Smelsers
9:15—Smelsers 10:45— Beth Howell and
10:45—Lesa Exman Katie Thompson
Preschoolers—Scott & Preschoolers—Kirby &
Samantha Farmer Sammi Joseph

Uptown District

March Rotation Teachers:

Jos. & Son Hardware -

A Not—So—Good Shirley Jarvis

Friday _ _ Studio One—

“For God so loved the Varch Rotation ie I\I/lary Ann Falk
world that he gave his “Crucifixion” Ga &e g(;erg: %rrr]]o_walter

only Son, so that eve- Art by He Qi i

. . Preschool Staff
ryone who belleve_s N Virtue Word for the 2/3 year old staffi—Amy
him may not perish month: Gratitude o0t Karlyn Koontz
but may have Letting others 4/5 year old staff—Amy

eternal life. “ know you see how Kopack, Michael

John 3:16 they’ve helped Sm;elser
you.

Weekday Preschool

The month of March will be a busy time for the Preschool:

March 1 - Preschool Open registration begins for the 2010-2011 school year. If
you would like to register your child or have any questions you may call the pre-
school office 419-238-0631 ex.1 The Preschool will have an Open House March
Ist.at 9:00a.m. - 10:30a.m.. The purpose of the Open House is to visit a class
room and see a preschool class "in action".

If you have any question about the preschool, feel free to call or come to the
Open House.

March 1 - March 11 - The preschool will celebrate Ohio Right To Read. We will
have guest readers to read a favorite book to the children and will have special
projects to go along with special books. We will visit the Brumback Library for
story time. To finish up our Right To Read we will end with a Beach Reading
Party!

March 22- 26 will be Spring Break. After Spring Break we will come back to
school to prepare for Easter.

The children enjoy the snow, but they will look forward to Spring.
Juanita Hotmire, Administrator
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Women’s Team
Ministry
Meeting in

March

From the
Archives. ..
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Circle Meetings

Lydia Circle— Dorcas Circle—
March 9 -noon March 17—10:00 am
Devotions— Krout
vz : Gloria Wendel Circles are open to
\INISIries Hostess— Martha/Ruth Circle— any woman in the
M e Jana Thompson ~ Will not meet until April church. For further
' information about the
Sarah Circle— circles, please contact
March 15—7:30 pm Sewing Circle— Jeanne Zeigler, chair
Conference Room Interested in sewing lap of the Women Team
quilts or other small pro- Ministry. 419-238-
Knitting Circle— jects, call Helen Huston 4047 or Marilyn in
March 16—7 pm at 238-5713 the church office.
Dining Room

To date, we have received 114 Teddy Bears. Thank you!

Upcoming Events

March 17 April 2
Wednesday Evening Good Friday Bake Sale
Meal V.W. County
The Women'’s Courthouse
Ministries Team.
From July 5, 1961---------- Meet the disciples----Peter, the rock. Simon Peter always

heads the list of the disciples. He has this number one position because he was the
spokesman for the group. Many times the Bible tells us the exact words of Peter and
we hardly even know that the others were present. Jesus gave him the name "Peter."
It is Greek for "Rock." Jesus recognized his courage and boldness and thought this
name a good one for him. Capernaum was Peter's hometown. He had a house and
family there and made his living fishing in the sea of Galilee. After teaching in the cit-
ies along the Mediterranean coast and in Samaria, Peter was put in prison in Jerusa-
lem. His escape was miraculous. Read the story in Acts 12:3-25.
Then Peter preached in Antioch, the city where Jesus' followers were first called Chris-
tians, and other places. His wife went with him, and so did John Mark. We are not
sure, but the story goes that Peter was crucified in Rome. They say that he felt unwor-
thy to die as Jesus did, and so he asked to be crucified head downward. Peter is rep-
resented in sacred art by a gold and silver key. These remind us of Jesus words to Pe-
ter, "I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven."
Note------ From time to time, I may give you the rest of the disciples, from the archives-
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January 31, 2010

$506,062.00 2009 Budget

$ 38,241.22
$ 38.241.22

$ 37,427.94
$ 37,427.94
$ 813.28

$ 9,132.33

Operating receipts for January

(OUR GIVING
Operating receipts for the year = 3

Operating expenses for January
Operating expenses for the year
Giving over expenses

Giving to Building Fund for January

$ 9,132.33
$770,861.06

Giving to Building Fund for 2010
Mortgage balance as of January 31, 2010

Financial
Report

If my people would but listen to me,
if Israel would follow my ways,
How quickly would | subdue their enemies

By the Numbers

01/31/09

Worship 8:00-100 9:15-29

02/21/10

Offering for week $ 7,338.92 10:45- 195 Offering for week $6,037.99
Building Campaign  1,432.00 Sunday School - 135 Building Campaign  1,507.33
UMCOR - Haiti 523.00 Childcare - 20 Worship 8:00 -91 9:15-35
Worship  8:00- 90 9:15-25 10:45 -219
10:45 - 210 02/14/10 Sunday School — 154
Sunday School - 139 Offering for week  $8,051.00 Childcare — 15
Childcare - 16 Building Campaign 7,456.00
UMCOR — Haiti 40.00 Souper Bowl Soup Proceeds

02/07/10 Worship 8:00 -85 9:15 - 30 to the Food Pantry $285.00
Offering for week $10,972.93 10:45 - 227
Building Campaign  5,125.00 Sunday School - 135 Health Kits to Haiti—161
UMCOR Haiti 29.13  Childcare — 15 Cash donations to Haiti

through UMCOR—$3,729.00

West Ohio United Methodist Camps

Check out the bulletin board to see the new United Methodist Church Camp Bro-
chure or check out the web site at www.westohiocamps.com. Widewater at
Texas, Ohio; Camp Wesley near Kenton, Ohio, Camp Otterbein near Logan, Ohio
and Lakeside at Lakeside, Ohio are locations of the camps. Opportunities range
from Grandparent/Grandchild Camp—Caving Adventures—Mission Adventures.
There are camps for children going into grade 2 and up. Camps last from 3 day to
a week.

First Church will give $50.00 toward the cost of a camp.
Questions, contact Susan or Jana.



- First United Methodist Church

CONTACT US:

Mailing address:

First United Methodist Church
113 W. Central Avenue

Van Wert, OH 45891

Phone: 419-238-0631
Fax: 419-238-3608
E-mail: firstchurch@wecoil.com

Office Hours: M—F, 8:30—4:30
Saturday hours: 7:30—11:00

We’re on the web at
www.vanwertfirst.net

Church Staff

Dillon Staas, Senior Pastor, dstaas@wecoil.com Ex 2
Jon Exman, Assoc. & Youth Pastor, jexman@wcoil.com Ex 306
Paul Miller, Visitation Pastor Ex 6

Susan Mathew, Director of Christian Ed., smathew@wcoil.com Ex 4
Marilyn Bebout, Office manager/sec’y, firstchurch@wecoil.com Ex 0
Jana Thompson, Spiritual Formation Dir., jthompson@wcoil.com Ex 5
Gloria Wendel, Worship coordinator/organist, gwendel@wecoil.com
Paul Hoverman, Chancel choir director, aphoverman@juno.com
Juanita Hotmire, Preschool administrator, jhotmire@wcoil.com Ex 1
David Leiendecker, Superintendent of building

Jason Kreischer, Custodian

The newsletter is published each month at
First United Methodist Church
in Van Wert, Ohio
by Susan Mathew
Editor
smathew@wcoil.com

Upcoming issues & deadline dates:

Newsletter Deadline Publication
Month Date Date You can email your articles!
April March 15 March 31
May April 19 April 28
June May 17 May 26

Sunday Schedule

8:00 a.m.—Blended Service
Nursery open

9:15 a.m.—Contemporary Service
Nursery open

9:30 a.m.—Sunday school
2 year olds—adults
Nursery open

10:45 a.m.—Traditional Service
Nursery open
A.W.E.—K—grade 4

Worship Team

March Greeters:
Roy and Eleanor Souders
Frank and Brenda Smith

Head Usher: Neil Shaffer

Sound: Kent Smelser,
Ron Allison, Kyle Wendel, Bob Sowers

Powerpoint: Jill & Michael Smelser,
Jim and Val Weber, Ron Allison

Television production: Dave and Jo
Thompson, Ron Allison, Ric Kelly, Bob
Sowers, Kurt Massillo, Jacob Brake

Praise Band: Dillon Staas, Cheri
Oechsle, David Mills, Diane Thompson,
Susan Burchfield, Jacob Brake

Preaching Schedule

March 7
8, 9:15—0Dillon
10:45— Jon
March 14

8, 9:15, 10:45—0Dillon

March 21
8—Jon
9:15, 10:45—Dillon

March 28
8, 10:45—0Dillon
9:15—Jon
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