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Our Gifts...  
The following chart is another way to look at your weekly giving and may 

help you evaluate where you are and where you could be.  

To use this chart, find your average annual income on the left and then 

move to the right to the amount you normally give each week. Are you in 

the lower, middle or upper giving range? Are you tithing? Are you beyond 

a tithe?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Wherever you currently are on this chart, we encourage you to prayerfully 

consider moving to the right. Can you move up to the next percentage  

or to the next tier? Consider what God is calling you to do. Are there 

changes you could make in your life that would enable you to take that 

step of faith to move to a higher giving level?  

No matter what you give, you are honored by God.  
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Some thoughts on Tithing 

What does tithe mean? Simply, to tithe is to give a tenth of one’s income for the sup-

port of the local church. Why tithe? The practice of tithing one’s income for investment 

in God’s kingdom can be a source of joy and freedom. The concept of setting aside any 

portion of one’s income begins with the first book of the Bible. In Genesis, Adam and 

Eve’s children, Cain and Abel brought ‘portions’ of their flock and crops before the 

Lord. The idea was to set aside a portion of the first crop of the season to thank God 

for a successful harvest. This general practice continued with the Israelites as they 

grew and even as they were enslaved in Egypt.  

After God freed the Israelites from Egyptian captivity, they wandered in the desert for 

40 years. During this time their leader, Moses passed along laws from God. These laws 

were intended to separate the Israelites from the other nations as God’s chosen people. 

The concept of offering ‘first fruits’ grew into offering God a ‘tithe’ or a ‘tenth’ of one’s 

income. Abraham gave one-tenth of the spoils of war to Melchizedek, the priest-king of 

Salem. (Genesis 14:18-20) 

Leviticus 27:30 says, “A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil 

or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord: it is holy to the Lord.” These gifts were a 

reminder that everything belonged to God and a portion was given back to God to 

thank him for what they had received. And Proverbs 3:9 (NIV) says, “Honor the Lord 

with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops.” 

The last book of the Old Testament, Malachi also strongly urges God’s people to “Bring 

the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. ‘Test me in 

this,’ says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven 

and pour out so much blessing that there will be not room enough to store it.’” (3:10) 

God blesses obedient love.  

Paul shared how generously the Macedonian churches were giving. He wrote: “For I tes-

tify that they gave as they were able, and even beyond their ability.” (2 Cor. 8:3) Instead 

of prescribing a certain amount or percent, the New Testament churches were simply 

encouraged to give generously. For those wondering, “Where does it say to tithe in the 

Bible,” you may not find a prescription to “tithe” in the New Testament, but you will find 

multiple encouragements to “give generously.” 

While tithing 10% of your income is biblical, that doesn’t mean you have to be a Chris-

tian to tithe. It also doesn’t mean you’re a bad Christian if you don’t tithe. And guess 

what? God loves us when we give and when we don’t give. In fact, 75% to 90% of those 

who go to church don’t give a tithe. One wonders though, what God’s people could  

do if these percentages change. In addition, Tithing isn’t a way to earn God’s love -  

because we already have it. In Matthew 23:23, Jesus warns against focusing too much 

on the rules of tithing without paying attention to the more important things like  

justice, mercy, and faithfulness. Finally, Paul offers some encouragement when it 

comes to giving, “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to  

give, not reluctantly, or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  

(2 Cor. 9:7) 
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